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S  U  IT  D  S  R  L  A  M  D 

PORT'  K  R  L  T  AUTHORITY 


A  N  N  U  A  L  REPORT 
OP  THE 

MEDICAL  OIIPIGER  OP  HIUlLTH 
FOR  THE 

YEAR  TTNDED  DECETiBBR  31st,  1944. 


TO  THE  IMYOR,  ALDERM7ET  AjTD  OOUITGILLORS  OP  THE  GOUIITY 
BOROUGH  OP  SUNDERLAND  ACTING  AS  TH:T  PORT  HTLILTH 
AUTHORITY  O!""  THE  PORT  OP  SUNDERLAND. 


This  report  is  again  in  an  ahUroviatod 

v/ith 


f  orrii 


corupared  v;ith 


those  of  previous  years,  in  accordance 


th; 


vVishos  of 


tho  Ministry  of  Health  as  outlined  in  their  Circular  No,  1937; 
pcrnianent  arrangements  v/hich  have  hoen  fully  presented  in  previous 
Annual  Reports  have  heen  omitted  if  they  have  reicained  unaltered, 
and  certain  tables  have  been  either  left  out  altogether  or  curtailed. 
Tables^  dealing  with  tho  number  of  ships  arriving  are  also  excluded. 


During  the  year  6  cases  o: 


infectious 


disease,  viz. 


Diphtheria 


2,  Malaria  2,  Scarlet  Pevor  1  and  Pneumonia  1 ,  were  found  to  exist 
on  vessels  entering  the  Port,  No  case  of  infectious  disease  spread 


from  th.:  Port  to  tho  Borough, 


V/ork  under  Articles  19-21  of  tho  port  Sanitary  (Doratisa tion 
of  Ships)  Regulations  1933?  has  resulted  in  36  certificates  for 
''Doratisation'' and  Doratisation  ''Exemption’'  being  issued,  compared 
with  71  issued  last  year. 


During  the  year  your  Port  Medical  Officer  was  called  out 
and  visited  36  ships  at  the  Docks  and  River. 

Circular  No, 2641  (Louse  Borne  Typhus) , 

In  accordance  with  tho  above  named  Circular,  medical 
inspection  of  crov/s  on  arrival  from  European,  Asiatic,  African 
and  American  ports  has  been  carried  out  on  board  of  seventeen  vessels. 

During  the  past  year  serious  nuisances  have  occurred  on  ships 
in  tho  port,  especially  motor  ships  and  oil  burning  steamers,  from 
accumulations  of  galley  waste  and  other  vegetable  refuse  deposited 
on  deck.  Complaints  have  boon  received  from  Masters  and  Agents 
that  there  was  no  method  of  collection  for  such  refuse  in  the  port 
and  that  they  could  not,  ov/ing  to  labour  shortage,  engage  anyone  to 
collect  such  refuse  from  the  ships.  Owing  to  this  class  of  vessel 
having  a  stay  in  port  very  often  from  two  to  t'nroe  weeks,  considerable  . 
quantities  o'^  garbage  accumulate  on  the  decks  during  that  period, 
and  cannot  b.e  dis-posod  of  on  board.  In  some  instances  these 
accumulations  become  alive  with  maggots  and  attract  flies  and  rats. 

This  matter  was  taken  up  v/ith  tho-  River  VLear  Gomicissionors  and  the 
Borough  Cleansing  Department  and  as  a  result  the  River  Wear  Commissioners 
agreed  to  supply  suitable  x^oi^'t^Acle  containers  to  be  -placod  at 
suitable  points  on  the  Docks  for  tho  reception  of  ships’  refuse  and 
the  Cleansing  Department  agreed  to  collect  it. 

The  Annual  Report  for  1943  contained  a  paragraph  relating  to 
the  difficulty  of  applying  tho  provisions  of  x^rticlo  1 6  of  the  Port 
Sanitary  Regulations",  1933?  regarding  the  hoarding  of  vessels 
arriving  from  foreign  port s  by  persons  other  than  those  authorised 
in  the  Regulations,  boforo  such  vossols  wore  freed  from  control 
by  Officers  of  the  Port  Health  Authority,  I  am  happy  to  say  that 
an  amicable  arrangement  now  exists  between  tho  parties  concerned  and 
no  further  difficulty  has  been  experienced. 


i 


—  Lj.  — 

The  port  Health  Authority  is  represented  on  the  Sunderland  ® 
Port  Welfare  Co-mnittee  by  your  Chairman 5  Councillor  G.  PottSp  myself 
and  Port  Health  Inspector  Cooper,  This  Committee  is  appointed  by 
the  Seamen’s  Welfare  Department  of  the  Ilinistry  of  Labour  and 
National  Service.  During  the  past  year  recomraendations  for 
necessary  alterations  to  the  acco.mmodation  at  the  Seamen’s  Institute 
were  submitted  to  the  Chaplain  and  subsequently  carried  out. 


I  have  to 
who  joined  the 


report  the  resignation 
port  Health  Services  aj 


of  Inspector  : Edmund  Cooper 
I  a  junior  inspector  in  January 


1905  after  serving  seven  years  at  sea  in  sail  aiid 
time  the  trade  of  the  port  was  carried  out 
them  sailing  vessels.  The  conditions  on  board 
wore  very  insanitary  compared  with  present  day 


iteam.  At  that 
in  smaller  ships 5  many  of 
vessels 


tandardi 


Liany  of 


the  vessels  were  rat¬ 


ted  and  the  sanitary  .ac comaodation  on  the 


smalier  type  of  sailing  vos; 
very  crude  typo.  in  a 


I 

Is  was  either  non- 


•exi stent  or  of  a 

largo  majority  of  the  sailing  ships  visiting 
the  Portj  the  drinking  v/atcr  was  stored  in  v/oodon  casks  or  barrels. 


the  interiors 
condition. 


of  v/hich  v/ore  often  in 


f  oul 


or 


rotting 


The  Port  Health  work  at  that  time  was  principally  confined  to 


th 

diseases 


iu  prevenrion 


o  f  t  h  e  intro  du  c  t 
5  the  removal  of 

inspection  of  vessels  for  existing 


on  from  abroad  of  infectious 


Lnf cc  t ions 


cases  to  hospital  and 

There  v/as 


the 

no  work 


as  at  the  present  time^  in  connection  with  the  e.xamination  of 
imported  food-stuffSj  the  searching  a: 
the  extermination  of  other  classes  of 


id  deratisation 
vermin. 


o; 


ships  and 


his  services  ^ir.  Co  oner  has  v;or 


ked 


During  the  whole  of 
conscientiously  and  well  and  it  must  be  gratifying  to  him  in  his 
retirement  to  see  the  very  isiuch.  improved  conditions  of  the  merchant 
sailor  compared  r/ith  the  conditions  v/hori  ho  first  started  in  this 
port. 


I  wish  to  record  my  thanks 
by  H.H,  Collector  of  Customs  and 
River  Wear  Cemeissimers ^  Board 


for  the  valuable  assistance  given 
his  staffj  also  the  officials  of 
of  Trade  Surveyors ^  pilots  and 


Shipping  Agents  v/ho  have  so  willingly  co-operated  with  the  Port 
Health  Authority. 


the 


A.S.  H'l'BLDTHIAITT. 

Port  Medical  Officer  of  Plea  1th. 


Health  Deportment ^ 
27j  Fawcett  Streoty 
SUNDDPLAND. 


January y  1  945 
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?/  A  T  S  R  '  %  U  P  P  L  Y 


During  the  past  year  8  -samples  from  the  water  :■ 
boats  were  Sub  lit ted  to  the  Municipal  Bac teriologist; 
the  results  of  the  examination  are  summarised  in  the 
"  )llowing  tahle:- 


t  9  4  4. 


Source 

Number  of 
samples 

Glass  1 , 

Class  2. 

Glass  3. 

\  mmntmmrm  y 

Glass  4. 

Water  boats 

8 

7 

1 

Hydrants 

— 

— 

— -- 

— 

Total  .... 

8 

7 

— 

i 

— _ 

Class  A  v/a ter 


Class  2. 
Class  3. 
Class  4« 


B.  Coli 
B.  Coli 
B.  Coli 


containing  no.-L 
test  positive 
test  ipositive 
test  positive 


.  Coli  in  100  cc.  of  water  SATISFACTORY 
in  100  cc.  negative  in  10  cc...  DOUBTFUL 
in  10  cc.  negative  in  1  cc .UUS/UTISFACTORY 
in  1  cc,  or  less  . BAD 


T  A  3  L  D  G. 


C a s e s__^ of  Infectious  Sickness  landed  from  Vessels • 


Disease 

No.  of  cases,  dur  in;g'  1  944 

No.  of  vessels 
concerned. 

Passonp’crs 

Grows 

Diphtheria 

— — 

2 

2 

Malaria 

— 

2 

2 

Pneumonia 

— - 

1 

1 

Scarlet  Fever 

1 

1 

Total 

— 

11 

11 

n 

1  1! 

'  1! 

11 

\D  1! 
11 
11 
11 
11 
11 

:  11 

1  11 

11 

1! 

11 

11 

11 

11 

11 

1! 

11 

11 

11  0-. 

11 

11 

11 

11 

11 

11 

11 

11 

li 

11 

!1 

D 
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T  A.  B  L 

Oases  of  Infectious  Sickness  occurring  on  Vessels 
during  the  voyage  but  disposed  of  x'^rior  to  arrival 


Disease 

No,  of  cases  during  1944. 

Passengers 

Crew 

Dysentery 

Malaria 

Typhoid  Fever 

1 

■6  ! 

■'  I 

I, 

Total 

1 

1 

8 

lio.  of  vessels 
concerned. 


1 

3 

1 


0AS?]S  OF  SICKNESS  JlfC  II'n/BSTIG-ATSD. 


"to  the  coses  of  infectious  diseases  tabulated 
5  cases  oi  non—iniec tious  sickness  ctcaj  occurrinp’  during 
^ he  voyage j  or  on  arrival  and  during  stay  in  nort,  v/ero 
investiagted  by/  the  Port  Health  Inspectors c  These  included 
Ob  cases  of  non~inf ec tious  sickness"^  of  which  30  cases  were 
scabiosj  17  cases  of  injuries^,  20  cases  of  Venereal  Disease 

and  2  deaths.  Of  the  deaths  reported,  both  wore  due  to 
natural  causes. 


VgjBML  DISDASDS, 

lumber  of  Seamen  treated  at  the  V.D.  Clinic  durino- 

i  944. 


British 


Syph.  &  Soft 
Chancre . 


Soft  Chancre 
Gonorrhoea . . . 

Syphilis  .... 

Soft  Ghancre. 

Syph  &  Gono. . 

Gonorrhoea , . . 

Non -Von oral 
Disease  .... 


Total  , , 


Total 


19 

5 

39 

28 

92 


Foreign 


Syph.  &  Soft 
Chancre  . . . 


Soft  Chancre  & 
Gonorrhoea  . . 


•  •  4  • 


Syiphilis 

Soft  Ghancre  , 

SyiA.  &  Gono, , 

Gonorrhoea  , , , 

Non-Voneral 
Disease 


•  •  •  ^  • 


Total  , , 


Total 


-■23' 

1 


6 


1 6 
2 


48 


•  j^gg-O^C^yiOHIBITIOH  0?  IHPORT')  Ri:)GUI.\TIOWS. 

1930 . 

tho^pastyL^  budcorisars  came  under  obaorvatlon  during 


.  3)  R-'^g-ulat^I'Is ^  1923. 

Gortifj.GQ  tG  to  proCLlPG  dj?U!^S 
undoi  th(;  pro 'Visions  01’  thr  obovo-naaod 
v/as  -ranted  diirinr.;  the  past  year.  ’ 


iijpjSURdg _ s . 

have  boon  paid  to  vesBols  in  connection 
.vith  the  wort:  oi  rot  destruction  dui’lnv  the  oast  voau 
compared  with  bOi,^  for  the  corresponding  peri P  of  1  943 


soil 


ci  b 


-  -L  rj  Uiiu±i  L  V  pUriOQ 

Eat  dopruction  was  cai-riod  out  'on  board  3b  vos 

in  1943,  resulting  in  the  doatruetion 
01  po  rata  compared  with  b57  ior  the  previous  voar. 

1834  rats  wore  destroyed,  nrincijcally  by  trap",in^  at 
warehouses,  wharves  and  industrial  promLos'on  tht  river 

of  244h^dn°?Qf’f^''‘''‘^'  ''°75  for  1943,  mahing  a  total 

addition^  41 99  poison  baits,  conpared  with  3085 

,,4'’  wer.j  laid  at  various  noints 

here  trapping  was  considered  futile,  the  result  of 

^-‘^tiniated.  ]Mo  rata  have  been 
submitted  for  bac toriologlcal  exarainatio'n  dU'-’ino'  the 
past  year.  '  ~ 


^iho  total  number  of  visits  paid  to  vessels  and 
premises  ^durine:  "9^14,  for  the  purpose  of  rat 
destruction  was  3100  compared  with  2509  for  1943, 


rn 


:i_a  -L 


PROOPIRG. 


The  vua rehouses  at  the  .Docks  arid  on  thu  rivor 

continue  to  oo  well  iiiaintainod  as  ro'-a.rds  u‘’'*otGc tion 
from  rats,  -  m  - 

^  It  is  intere still, to  note  that  since  the  Port 
of  Sunderland  was  approved  by  the  Ministry  of  Health 
in  January  1929^  for  the  issue  of  ’'IjeratisatiorJ'  and 
Doratisation  ’'T]_'Ccmption''  Certificates  in  accorda'iico 
with  the  provisions  of  ..Article  28  of  thu.  International 
Sanitary  Covontion  of  .^aris,  192o,  1786  ^n;-h  cc^rt  r'^-- cates 
issued  for  which  foes  amounting  to  the  sum  of 
£571 o.  8.  Dd.  have  been  collected. 


8 


i^iTs  B3stroy:]d  burihg 
TA3LB  3. 

(1)  On  VossGls 


(  Auiiibcn  of  pfOt s 

i 

I  ''  oxaainocl 

S 

!  Tn  f  G  G 1 0  d  V/  i  t  h  p  1  n  ; 


:'^nc  .  .  . 


.  blO 
.  Ril, 
.  Ril. 


tabl:j  P. 
(2)  In  Docks 


?  '■..nnysj  Wharves 
^  W  a  n  0  h  on  s  g  s , 


D u rnb on  of  a t g 

u 


GxnminGd  . 
Infbo'-fjd  with  PlacruG 


Total" 
DnnibGn 
of  such 
vessels 
arriving. 


t.;bl 


G. 


Mensuros  of  2at  DoGtruction  of  Voesel 

^  1  n  j.  e  G  c  G  d  t:)  o  p  t  s  a  in-  i  vi  n  n- 

in  nae  Port  dnrin.T  the  vc-p 


s  from 


Nuriib'  G  r  “|  ^  ^ 

01  such  of 
vessels  Killog^ 
fumigated 
'oy  S.0.2 


5€  42 


55  Includinp: 


2 


1 


41 


Dumb op 

'  Dumbo 

of  such 

of  P3 

vessels 

kille 

■felimi  mated 

4  H.C.I?. 

4 

5 

/W 

y 

335 

’  j Dumb OP 
os [of  such 
vessels 
on  wtiich 
'if  app  in  g 
I  lisaiii;'^ 
etc  v/GPo 
employod 


-| - 


vessels  knowa  to  hav^callel  ai  Tnfe^P'loP^ 

uhe  Yop^age, 


dumber’ 

8  such 
losscls 
on  which 
a  SUP6S 
of  Rat 
Destpuc  - 
tion  wep( 
ot  cappi 
out 


TABLE  H.  « 


^ Og r ti if i G n t o s  and  Dorotisation 
Exeuiption*'  Gortif icatos  issued  during 

the  year. 


I 


Total 


No. of  I  No,  of  Doratisation  Gortif 


ships  I 


issued 


Aft  or  funiig-ation'lfith'  '  :  '  .7f  toF 


H , G .N,  I  Sulphur 


11  e  G  .  N  ,  CO 
Suluhur 


icatos  r  ko.of  total 

1 ^Jxiratis-  Gorti'- 

!^al*Gtion  Ex-  ficatos 
tomption  I:  s  sued. 


j  Trapping  , 


i 

2  S 

- L 


.'oisoningj  ic-ortifi- 

j  c  ato  s 
issued. 


o  t  G  , 


3 


•56 


16 


AppliGahlo  only  to ^ those  ports  approved  hy  the  Ministry 
of  Health  for  the  issue  of  ''Lora ti s‘ition’'  Gortif i  Gates 

’ ' Edlo nirj t  i  on ' '  G  c>  r t  i f  i.  eat o  s  in  a  g  g  or  d a n g  o 

;rna  tional 


and  Doratisation 
with  the 

Sanitary  Govontionj  192be  (Lorn  part  ij) 


provisions  of  Article  28  of  tho  into. 


8 


i  56 


HYGIENE  OL  CHEWS  SPACES, 

'  TABLi;  1  *  ^ 

GLASSIFICATION  OP  NUISANCES. 


1  Nationality  Structural 
j  '  of  Vessel  defects 

^  jthrough  wear 

1  end  tear. 

^  ; 

j - 

J  Dirtj,  Vermin^ 

j  and  other  ; 

i  conditions  i 

I  prejudicial  • 

(  to  health.  ; 

j  British  ^  300 

J — ■ ,  .  .  ! 

!  297  I 

1  Other  Nation-  | 

(  alitios,  10 

I 

31 

The  above  table  is  a  classification  of 
the  nuisances  and  defects  fonnd  to  exist  on 
board  tho  vessels  inspected  during  tho  past 
year.  Of  this  nunb o r ^  120  or  1  0 . 1  wo r e 
found  to  have  one  or  more  nui^jancos  or  sani¬ 
tary  defects^  c onp o s o d  f o r  t h o  s t  "c a r t  of 

dirty  or  verninous  quarters^  foul  W.GFs^ 
bilges 5  peak  and  ballast  tanks j,  defective 
port  lights J  defect ivo  stoves  and  fittings ^ 
leaky  deckSj  defective _W.C. ’ s,  doors^  oct. 

Vifith  the  exception  of  b  vessels  which  left  the 
port  before  tho  necessary  work  was  coniplotodj 
-  all  the  nuisances  and  defects  wore  rone died. 


-10^ 


VU  POOD  INSDDO' 


Tho  ?uDj..^c  Hcrltli  feoorted  Foods)  Ro^ilotions 

>'  1 


mp.r 

The  ?1:1) 


?'ao"ic  Heoltd"  '  irnpoi'ted  Milk^  Re;'^ulations „  1926. 
G  Iloolth  (presorvativesy  &C5  in  Food)  Re,!^!- 
1925  to  I94O0  and  the  Ruhlic  Health 
F3hej.lfish)  Re^F-tations „  1  934« 


la  1  j 


^Ixi  accordance  v/ith  the  pov.^ers  contained  in  these 
•^epiiulati'no  ral  a t;n:.i.g  to  the  inspection  of  Foods 
arriving  from  foreign  and  home  ports ^  the  provisions 
nave  ooen  cairried  out  in  so  far  as  they  concern  the 
FnblLC  health  (imported  Food)  Regulations j  1937.  With 
rcagara  ro  :ro  Fuhlic  Health  (imported  i.Iilk)  Regulations ^ 

1  a  1  -I  ri  TJ  r'.  o  T  4- i  ^ 


i  ; 

'i*n  *' 

F  -  OO; 


ruhlic  Health  (Frosorva tives'  etc^  in 
egnlabicnsj  1925  to  1940,  it  has  not  boon' found 
necessary  to  ual:o  any  action,  Samulos  are  regularly 
ts'r.r.i 


:.-..'.e  examining  Ofjticer  of  Customs  in  conrplianoe 
V'ctli  the  above  named  Regulations. 


56  visits  havt 


aid  to  ships,  wharves  and 
River  and  at  the  Locks  for  the 


oeen  p; 


36 

■’■are houses  on 
purpose  of  inspcGring  Gonsi,griments  of  foodstuffs. 

Fho  undermentionod  quantities  of  food-stuffs 
(ships'  Stores)  v/ere  found  to  be  unfit  for  human 
consumption  and  were  turned  o'7or  to  the  .'’linistry  of 
F 0 0 d  for  s a  1 va go ,  vi z : - 


Split  peas 

U- 

1  o 

Tin 

G-recn  peas 

Bags. 

Rico 

1 

Bag. 

Barley 

40 

Ihs. 

Floiir 

24 

Barro Is 

Butter 

47 
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SHFLL  FISH. 


The  lU.Dlic  Health  (Shell  Fish)  Regulations,  1934^ 
came  Into  operation  on  January  ist,  1935.  The 

ga 


e-athcring  and  selling  for 


Reg'jlations  refer  to 
human  consumpti.on  of  shell  fish  v/hich  may  be  infected. 
Ther'i  are  no  layincps;,  r^rivato  or  public,  v/ithin  the 
.on  of  this  Authority, 
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